
 
 

AP RESEARCH - Calhoun High School 

Summer Assignment 

2023-2024 

Dear Researcher, 

 

Congratulations on your decision to challenge yourself by continuing your AP Capstone journey by taking AP Research, 

the second course in the program.  The skills you acquired in AP Seminar, and those you will continue to acquire and 

build upon in AP Research, are paramount in your post-high school success. 

 

AP Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of an individual interest.  In the 

course, you will:  apply research methods; employ ethical practices; and access, analyze, and synthesize information.  The 

course culminates with a thorough-course performance task that includes an academic thesis paper of approximately 5,000 

words and a 15-20 minute individual presentation, performance, or exhibition with an oral defense. 

 

The attached summer work is not “busy work.”  It was carefully designed by AP Research teachers across the College 

Board community to help you prepare yourself with the foundational skills, knowledge, and concepts necessary for 

success in the course and on the performance task.  AP Research will require you to dig deep in thought and in action, so 

please start the process now.   

 

Please join our Google Classroom as soon as you receive this assignment: vfyqgj7 

Please also join our class Remind: @hounrsrch 

 

If you have any questions as you complete the summer assignment, feel free to email us. 

 

Ms. Sharissa Khan - skhan@bmchsd.org 

Mr. Sean Formato - sformato@bmchsd.org 

 

We will be holding two discussion sessions over the summer to go over your work and help you along with any questions 

you might have about the assignment, topic selection, how to find/read sources, or any other topic you may have questions 

about. 

 

While they are not mandatory, we strongly encourage everyone to attend. Meetings will occur on Google Meet. Dates and 

times will be announced via Google Classroom, E-mail, and Remind when the dates get closer. 

 

We look forward to working with you in September. 

 
Sincerely, 

Mr. Formato & Ms. Khan 

 

 

mailto:skhan@bmchsd.org
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Part 1: SUMMER READING REFLECTIONS      Due Date: June 30, 2023 
Complete the following reflection questions prior to the start of AP Research. These reflections are designed 
to help you make the transition from AP Seminar to AP Research. You will add this assignment to your PREP 
(Process and Reflection Portfolio), a tool required by the College Board that will help you stay organized in this 
year-long process. Please include the question when providing your responses. Responses should be at 
minimum a paragraph per question and should exhibit your ability to provide supporting textual and 
experiential evidence as well as reflective and perceptive discussion. (The text for this reading assignment 
can be found at the end of this document.) 
 
Text: Leedy, P.D., Ormrod, J.E. (2018). Practical Research: Planning and Design. (12th ed.). New York: Pearson.  

Title of 
Reading  

Pages  Reflections 

“What 
Research 
is Not” 

1-2 ● What surprised you in this section? Why?  
 
 
 
● According to this section, how is AP Seminar different from AP Research?  
 
 
 
 

“What 
Research 
is”  

2-7 ● What part of this section interests you? Why?  
 
 
 
 
● According to this section, how is AP Research an extension of AP Seminar?  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Part 2: INTEREST INVENTORY       Due Date: July 14, 2023 

FINDING AN AREA OF INTEREST FOR RESEARCH 
Similarly to AP Seminar, College Board wants you to present your AP Research academic paper with a leading 

question; however, in AP Research, this question is called a Research Question (RQ). The goal of this part of 

the assignment is to brainstorm ideas for your AP Research project.  The following concepts are things to 

consider when attempting to build an AP Research RQ. Remember, the topic you decide to work with must 

hold your interest for the entire year. Sit and reflect about your true interests for this course prior to 

completing these charts. Complete this interest inventory before continuing with the final task.  List at least 2-

3 general areas of interest in each category. Your answers can be bullet-pointed phrases. 

Question Answer 

Which discipline(s) do you enjoy 

reading or thinking about the most?  

 

Choose from Art, History, Literature, 

Science, Technology, Social 

Sciences, Mathematics. 

 

What is a problem (big or small scale) 
you would like to see solved? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is something you don’t 
understand but would want to see 
explained? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a topic you are passionate 
about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What specific details or aspects of 

your topic would you like to study? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: GATHER SOURCES       Due Date: September 1, 2023 



Not all sources need to be journal articles. Depending on the nature of the topic, students have used novels, 

films, music, pop culture, and other sources both print and visual to gather information. Start by watching a Ted 

Talk or listening to a podcast about your topic, and take notes. This should start to give you somewhere to go 

with your topic. 

 

After that step is done, you are required to gather fifteen sources related to your topic. For this section, do 

a little research on reliable databases. At least five of these must be peer-reviewed journal articles. You 

have experience gathering these in AP Seminar. For reference, see our library database resources at 

http://calhounlibrary.weebly.com/databases.html. 

 

Your Annotated Bibliography: Specifications 

• 15 Sources that you feel are crucial to your understanding of your research topic. 
• Alphabetical Order by Last Name 
• Details of source are organized in the Style Manual appropriate to your discipline (APA, MLA, Chicago, 

etc.) 

Your Annotated Bibliography: Paragraph 

1. Citation of the Source (using discipline-specific citation style) 

a. The citation needs to provide all the necessary information about the source that would be given 

on a bibliography page. 

b. Citations must use a discipline-specific style (e.g., APA). 

c. This same style must be consistently used for every heading. 

2. Summary of Source (Short) 

a. Must include significant findings or key information from the source.  

b. It should be in your own words. Use summarization as needed. Direct quotes are acceptable when 

that is the best way to communicate an idea from the source. 

3. Connection to Research Topic 

a. Must describe how this source directly connects to the research topic (synthesis). 

4. Credibility and Validity of Source 

a. An evaluation of the credibility and relevance of the source as it pertains to one’s inquiry.  

i. These questions suggest possible things to evaluate: 

ii. Is there helpful supporting information (e.g., visuals, appendices, bibliography)? What 

makes them helpful? 

iii. Are the main points compelling and supported well? 

iv. Has a valuable purpose been established? 

v. What are the credentials of the author(s)? 

vi. Is the source scholarly or from popular media? 

vii. Has the source been peer-reviewed? 

viii. Has the source been cited by others? 

5. Use of source in your research 

a. Reflection on whether or not the source will be used in one’s academic paper and if not, why not. 

  

http://calhounlibrary.weebly.com/databases.html


Part 4: POSSIBLE RESEARCH QUESTIONS    Due Date: September 1, 2023 

 

Now that you have gathered some information, try developing a few potential research questions.  

 

 

Research Question 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Question 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Question 3: 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 


